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Introduction 

 

The Greenham and Crookham Commons Commission is a statutory body that is empowered 

to oversee the management of the Commons by the Greenham and Crookham Commons 

Act, 2002. 

The chair of the Commission seeks ‘an agreed vision for the Common that would inform our 

strategy for the future.’ 

The Commission is currently guided by the Act, but this does not provide the detail required 

to steer the management of the Commons for its variety of uses and stakeholders. The 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) manages the 

Commons on behalf of West Berkshire Council (the owners) and in so doing works closely 

with Natural England to ensure legal, and other obligations, are met. 

This vision has been produced following facilitated consultation within the Commission and 

with external stakeholders, and a public questionnaire in 2017. 

Why do we need a vision? 

 

All parties acknowledge, to some extent, that the current SSSI citation which applies to much 

of the site can limit biodiversity outcomes. This vision seeks to address this issue and draw 

together many of the varied opinions on how the Greenham and Crookham Commons 

should be managed.  

Because of the wide range of stakeholders that have been consulted, and the importance of 

ensuring that the Commons deliver the best possible outcomes for all, it is expected that the 

Commission, Natural England and BBOWT will refer to this vision when making decisions on 

the management of the Commons.  
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The Vision. 

 

• The extent and legal status of the Commons continues to be protected from 

external threats and they will be a diverse home for a variety of wildlife. 

• The Commons will be an appealing and accessible place for people to enjoy 

quiet, informal recreation and Commoners’ rights will be protected and 

exercised responsibly. 

• The landscape of Greenham and Crookham Commons will be a varied mix of 

open habitats, scrub and woodland, and the historical features on the 

Commons will be preserved and sympathetically interpreted to enable visitors 

to understand the area’s importance in local and international history. 

• The Commission will represent a broad range of views, operate effectively 

and its status and function will be well understood by stakeholders. 

More detail on each theme of this vision is given below. 

Protecting the Commons 

The extent and legal status of the Commons continues to be protected from external threats. 

Threats including encroachment, claims of adverse possession, sale by the landowner, 

removal of commoners’ rights and deregistration of common land will be strongly opposed. 

If necessary, Commission working groups will be formed to contest particular threats. 

Developments that are likely to have a negative impact on the Commons, their wildlife or 

their visitors will be formally objected to.  
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Nature Conservation 

The Commons will be a diverse home for a variety of wildlife. 

According to Section 8 of the Act, Nature Conservation has precedence over other interests 

of the Common, including public recreation and facilitating commoners’ rights. 

Amongst others, the following ‘flagship’ species groups will be present in viable populations 

of individual species: 

• Low growing, competition-intolerant plants such as Autumn Lady’s Tresses. These 

require short, low-nutrient turf. 

• Birds associated with heathland and grassland such as Dartford Warbler. This 

species requires mature heather areas for foraging and gorse for nesting and 

overwintering. 

• Amphibians and reptiles such as Adder. This species requires longer sward for 

hunting and shorter areas for basking, in a complex mosaic. 

• Invertebrates such as Marbled White Butterfly. This species needs flowers to nectar 

from and tall grasses to roost in. 

• Mammals associated with ancient woodland such as Dormouse. These need 

coppiced woodland with a dense understorey. 

• Bryophytes and lichens that grow on the open heath and grassland, like Cladonia 

species. These lichens need areas of bare gravel or sparse patches of heather. 
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The following habitats should be present in approximately the extents listed: 

mature heath 90ha 

gorse heather blocks 47ha 

species-rich grassland 80ha 

mosaic habitats 47ha 

early succession gravels and open water 34ha 

alder gully woodland 10.5ha 

oak woodland 30.5ha 

secondary and boundary woodland 89ha 

 

The BBOWT management plan includes more detail about the desired state of the 

Commons, and how the site is to be managed. 

 

Public recreation and enjoyment. 

The Commons will be an appealing and accessible place for people to enjoy quiet, informal 

recreation. 

They will be maintained as relatively wild, open spaces, with minimal intrusion from more 

formal structures such as signs and metalled paths. 

The following principles will be adhered to when approving or promoting changes to access 

provision: 

• Paths will be surfaced with natural material from the Common so that they are ‘in 

keeping’ and provide a suitable surface for walking, horse riding and off-road cycling. 

• Access points and car parks will be suitable for people of all abilities, cyclists and 

horse riders. 

• Interpretation and orientation signs will only be installed at the edges of the 

Commons and the use of the Control Tower to deliver these functions will be 

promoted. 

• Small scale, community events will be encouraged as long as they do not damage 

the interests of the Commons or disrupt other users. These include youth club 

events, training courses, guided walks and art events, for example. 

• A small number of larger scale events (more than 50 attendees) will be allowable as 

long as they do not damage the interests of the Commons. These will be carefully 

managed to reduce their impact. 

• Promotion of the Commons to new visitors will be low key. 

• A wide range of recreational activities will be supported as long as they do not 

damage the interests of the Commons or disrupt other users. 

 

 



 

Exercising Commoners’ Rights 

Commoners’ rights will be protected and exercised responsibly. 

The exercising of commoners’ rights is a valuable part of the history and ecological 

management of the Commons. 

The levels, timing and type of grazing, the most influential right of common, will contribute to 

the other objectives for the Commons, especially Nature Conservation and Public 

Recreation and Enjoyment. 

Commoners’ rights will be exercised in a sustainable way to ensure that resources are 

maximised. For example, the timing and level of grazing will not compromise the amount of 

forage available year-round. 

The Commission will have the authority and the resources to ensure that only legitimate 

commoners’ rights are exercised. 

 

 

Landscape 

The landscape of Greenham and Crookham Commons will be a varied mix of open habitats, 

scrub and woodland. 

The plateau will continue to be predominantly open, allowing views across the Commons 

and to neighbouring landforms. The Commons become more wooded towards their eastern 

and western peripheries and down the slopes to the north and south. 

The Commons will feel natural and uncluttered by manmade structures, apart from 

historically important features. 

  



 

Historic Environment 

The historical features on the Commons will be preserved and sympathetically interpreted to 

enable visitors to understand the area’s importance in local and international history. 

The historic importance of Greenham and Crookham Commons is valued by visitors, and 

any interpretation will provide a balanced view of the Commons’ history. 

On-site Interpretation will be kept to a minimum but is augmented by off-site information, 

leaflets and IT. 

The emphasis will be on the conservation of features, rather than restoration. 

 

 

The Commission 

The Commission will represent a broad range of views, operate effectively and its status and 

function will be well understood by stakeholders. 

Members of the Commission will understand their role and the aspirations of the 

stakeholders that they represent. 

Membership of the Commission will be promoted to those commoners not on the 

Commission, and to other relevant stakeholders. 

The Commission will have sufficient resources to undertake its responsibilities. 
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