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• Firstly, thank you to Thaddeus for his time as Temp ARO from March to June. He was a 

valued addition to the team during a busy period with reduced capacity. 

• Connick have completed the roadside tree safety works. This year’s tree safety surveys are 

currently underway and work will be planned in accordingly with contractors or BBOWT staff. 

• There is further ash dieback work required in a strip of common land between properties at 

Bishop’s Green. The majority of the ash works required on the common are completed. 

• The Field Team installed a new gate and relocated the signage near the Control Tower to 

encourage more visitors out west into green zone instead of south towards the lozenges. See 

Photo 1 below. 

• New signage has been put up to make it clearer that the donation station is for donations to 

BBOWT rather than paying for parking. An example can be seen in Photo 1 below. This is in 

line with new signage at Snelsmore Common and The Nature Discovery Centre. 

• The field team have helped with mapping the fencing around the common and will be involved 

later in auditing and repairs. We are planning to first produce a ground-truthed fenceline map 

and secondly a map of the fencing details with descriptions and photos to help us plan repairs 

and determine ownership when we have issues. 

• The Wednesday volunteer team has been meeting every other week including a recent 

session at Crookham clearing the paths and repainting the noticeboards. 

• Bracken spraying is planned for Bishops Green and Crookham as part of the Countryside 

Stewardship works. This will be carried out by a contractor in late July/early August. 

• Four Exmoor ponies arrived back on the common in mid-May. They spent the winter on 

Snelsmore Common followed by a short visit to the meadow at Hosehill Lake before coming 

to Greenham Common.  

• We continue to work with the Wildlife Crime Officer at Thames Valley Police to deal with 

persistent offenders who are potentially disturbing nesting birds on Greenham Common. To 

raise the awareness of this partnership the TVP logo is now included on some signage and 

the WCO joined wardens on a patrol during July.  

• Adrian Hickman has completed his bird surveying for 2021. Results and a report will follow 

later this year. 

• Wildlife highlights  

• 3 Nightjar surveys took place during May/June and the results of these were very 

positive.  All sites recorded Nightjars during at least one survey with 3 sites at 

Greenham recording Nightjars at every survey. 



• During Adrian Hickman’s bird survey in July a Nightjar nest was discovered in the 

west lozenge on Greenham Common. (Photo 2). This is a really positive result and 

hopefully a sign that disturbance levels within the lozenges are reducing. The photo 

shows just how vulnerable the eggs are. Please note Adrian Hickman has a Schedule 

1 Licence so is permitted to photograph the nest. This is a legal requirement to take 

photographs of Schedule 1 birds or their nests. 

• Several Lapwing attempted to nest at Crookham Pools and a single chick has been 

seen in that area.  Little-ringed Plovers successfully raised two chicks on the 

Fireplane gravel. 

• Dartford Warblers and Skylarks have been seen with young. 

• Grayling and dark green fritillary butterflies are on the wing now. 

• Several visitors have commented on the spectacle of wild flowers currently flourishing 

across the common, one visitor stated that in 20 years they had “never seen it looking 

like this”. 

 

 

Photo 1: New location of signage and new gate in the background leading visitors out into the green 

zone. 



 

Photo 2: Nightjar nest containing two eggs on Greenham Common (A Hickman: Schedule 1 licenced) 

 

 


