
 

 

 

 

 

Public Speakers and Contributions from Public Speakers on specific agenda items at Commission 

Meetings 

Introduction: 

Given that members of the public can attend and speak at Commission meetings and with the dates 

of our meetings being more widely published through the website the Commission should agree on 

how to accommodate public speakers.  

The Act (for reference): 
(3) The chairman of the Commission may call a meeting of the Commission at any time. 

 

(4) If, after a requisition for that purpose signed by five Commissioners has been presented to the chairman—

(a)the chairman refuses to call a meeting of the Commission or(b)without so refusing, the chairman does not call 

a meeting within 7 days after such requisition has been presented, any five Commissioners, on that refusal or on 

the expiration of the said 7 days (as the case may be), may forthwith call a meeting of the Commission. 

(5) Subject to subparagraph (6) below, the public may attend and, with the consent of the Commission, 

shall be entitled to speak, at any meeting of the Commission or of any committee or sub-committee of 

the Commission. 

(6)The Commission or any committee or sub-committee of the Commission may, by resolution, exclude 

the public from a meeting of the Commission or the committee or sub-committee in question (during the 

whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest— 

(a)by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted; or 

(b)for any other special reason stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of 

the proceedings; 

Proposal: 

• Dates of Commission Meetings will be made public on the Commission’s website.  

• In the first instance public comments should be via to Commissioners who are elected as 

representatives of all the Commoners who have rights in relation to Greenham and 

Crookham Common. 

o The Commissioner can make representation at the Commission meeting on behalf of 

the member of public. 

o If a response is necessary, then this can ether come directly from the Commission or 

via the Commissioner who spoke on behalf of the member of public.  

o A list of Commissioners and an ability to contact them will be made available on the 

Greenham and Crookham Common website at www. 

• Alternatively, the public will be able to submit comments to the Commission via the 

Greenham and Crookham Common website at www. 
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o The enquiry will initially be sent to the Chairperson who will decide if a response can 

be provided immediately or whether it needs to be raised as an agenda item at 

either a full Commission meeting or at a relevant sub-committee meeting.  

o If a response is necessary, then this will come directly from the Commission via the 

Chairperson.  

• These initial methods of allowing a member of the public to make representations to the 

Commission will be promoted on the Commission’s website. 

• If these methods of communication do not address the member of public’s concern, then 

there is the option for that member of the public to attend a Commission meeting where 

public speaking is allowed. 

o The member of the public will need to give advance notice of their desire to attend a 

Commission meeting and provide the subject matter. 

o At the Commission meeting the agenda will include an opportunity for a member of 

the public to speak, this will be limited to a maximum of 5 minutes per person and 

no longer 20 minutes for the public speaking item. 

o If the member of the public wishes to contribute to conversations regarding specific 

agenda items, then they must indicate they wish to do so at the beginning of the 

agenda item. 

o The Commission will delegate to the Chairperson, or in their absence, vice 

Chairperson the decision to allow that person to speak for specific agenda items. 

o The Chairperson should base their decision on whether the contributions from the 

member of the public will be useful and beneficial to the discussion.  

If the Commission agrees with this proposal, then the policy below will be shared on the website and 

provided to public attendees who ask to join a Commission meeting.  

Rebecca Hart 

Chairperson, Greenham and Crookham Common Commission 
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